Christmas Eve

LoveFeast and Candle Service

Welcome & Greetings

Prelude                                                                            Brandi Moon
Call to Worship

Leader: O God of love,
People: be born in us today.    
LET US WORSHIP GOD!                                    

*Hymn # 41, O Come, All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! O come, ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! Come and behold Him, born the King of angels.

O come let us adore Him,

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning, Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! (Refrain)

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation! O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God, all glory in the highest! (Refrain)

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Anthem,  A Christmas Medley,                   arr. Jeff Lippencott

Scripture-Isaiah 9: 2-7

The LoveFeast
Morning Star                                                           Brandi Moon
Blessing

Come, Lord Jesus, our guest to be,

And bless these gifts bestowed by Thee.

Bless Thy dear ones everywhere,

And keep them in Thy loving Care

Sharing the Meal

The Candle Service

Scripture-John 1:1-5; 10-14
*Hymn # 60, Silent Night, Holy Night

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright; Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy infant, so tender and mild; Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight. Glories stream from heaven a far, heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.”

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light; Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace; Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

*Benediction

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world,” and “Ye are the light of the world- let your light so shine before apeople, that they may see your good works, and glorify God!” 
*Postlude                                   

*Please stand

Thank you to all those participating in worship-

Brandi Moon, the choir, our servers, and Howard Chambers, a true Moravian, who deserves our gratitude for leading us through our feast. Also, a special thanks to Christ Moravian Church in Winston-Salem for providing the elements for our meal! 

The Moravian Lovefeast Tradition

The holding of Lovefeasts in the fashion of the Apostolic Church has come to be one of the most valued traditions of the Moravian Church. The service, which originated in the first gatherings of Christians after Pentecost, was adopted in the Moravian Church in 1727 during a time of great spiritual blessing.

The Christmas Candle Service

The custom of holding Christmas Candle Services and of giving a burning wax taper to everyone present in the sanctuary had its beginnings in 1747. In a Christmas Eve Service held for children, the leader used the light of a candle to teach a spiritual lesson concerning the flame of love in their hearts for Christ!

The practice was first used in America during Christmas in 1756. In 1762 Christmas Candles were first put to use in North Carolina. Today we continue to stress the light which came into the world, that is to be reflected in our witness and testimony for Him!

“Morning star,…

Fill my heart with light divine!”

